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Gravesham Borough Council

Report to: Operational Services Cabinet Committee

Date: Monday 2 September 2019

Reporting officer: Stuart Alford - Assistant Director (Environment)

Subject: Planning Guidance on Waste Collection Requirements

Purpose and summary of report: 
To provide Members with a copy of the draft Planning Guidance on Waste Collection 
Requirements for Gravesham Borough Council for consideration and adoption.

Recommendations:
1. Members are requested to consider the Planning Guidance on Waste Collection 

Requirements attached at appendix two and recommend its adoption.

1. Introduction

1.1 A recommendation from the Service Review Process was to introduce a charging 
policy for developers to enable the council to recover the cost of installing wheeled 
bins in new developments. The anticipated annual saving from this 
recommendation is £6,400

1.2 To support this recommendation and to assist both the Council’s planning team 
and developers, a guidance document covering the waste and recycling collection 
requirements has been produced.  The guidance document can be found at 
appendix 2.

1.3 This informal guidance document provides clarification information on the 
minimum waste and recycling provision required for houses and flats across the 
borough to ensure that the specified requirements are included and considered 
within planning applications at an early stage. 

1.4 The guidance document provides details of the size of the relevant containers so 
that sufficient and suitable storage areas can be provided within new 
developments.  The guidance also provides information to ensure that due 
consideration is given to the dimensions of the collection vehicles so that 
appropriate access and vehicle manoeuvring information is included as part of an 
application. 
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1.5 With the ever increasing number of properties being built, the guidance document 
puts the duty onto the developer to pay for the provision of the wheeled bins 
required in new properties rather than the cost falling to the council.

2. Planning Guidance

2.1 The guidance is broken down into a number of service provision areas.  Each 
section details the minimum waste and recycling provision the Council expects to 
see in relation to each type of new property or development when a planning 
application is submitted.  

2.1.1 Service provision – Houses

2.1.2 Service provision – Flats

2.1.3 Commercial waste

2.1.4 Cost of Bins

2.1.5 Specification of containers and collection vehicles

2.2 As is currently the case, the waste management team will continue to be 
consulted on planning applications to ensure that sufficient waste and recycling 
provision has been properly considered within all developments.

3. Next Steps

3.1 The adopted guidance will be published on the Council’s website to ensure 
developers have access to the updated guidance.

3.2 When a permission is granted, an informative will be included that stipulates that 
the provision of bins is to be arranged by and paid for by the developer.

4. BACKGROUND PAPERS

4.1 There are no background papers

Anyone wishing to inspect background papers should, in the first place, be directed to 
Committee & Electoral Services who will make the necessary arrangements.



IMPLICATIONS APPENDIX 1
     

Legal The Council has a statutory duty to provide a refuse and recycling collection from 
domestic properties within the borough, however the Council can stipulate what 
containers should be used and who should provide these containers. 

Finance and Value 
for Money 

A recommendation from the Service Review Process was to introduce a charging 
policy for developers to enable the council to recoup the cost of wheeled bins in 
new developments. The anticipated annual saving from this recommendation is 
£6,400

Risk Assessment If the guidance is not adopted then there could be the case of that the Council has 
to cover the cost for wheelie bins for new developments.  There would be no 
structure to planning application provided by developers.

A data protection impact assessment (DPIA) should be carried out at the start of 
any major project involving the use of personal data or if you are making a 
significant change to an existing process. 

a. Does the project/change being recommended through this paper involve the 
processing of personal data or special category data or criminal offence data? 
A definition of each type of data can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website via the above links.

b. If yes to question a, have you completed and attached a DPIA including Data 
Protection Officer advice?
No

Data Protection 
Impact Assessment

c. If no to question b, please seek advice from your nominated DPIA assessor or 
the Information Governance Team at gdpr@medway.gov.uk.
     

a. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper have 
potential to cause adverse impact or discriminate against different groups in the 
community? If yes, please explain answer.
No

b. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper make a 
positive contribution to promoting equality? If yes, please explain answer.
No

Equality Impact 
Assessment

In submitting this report, the Chief Officer doing so is confirming that they have 
given due regard to the equality impacts of the decision being considered, as noted 
in the table above

Corporate Plan Strategic Objective 1 - A Safer Gravesham

Crime and Disorder No implications

Digital and website 
implications

No implications

Safeguarding 
children and 

No implications

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/key-definitions/what-is-personal-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/special-category-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/criminal-offence-data/
mailto:gdpr@medway.gov.uk
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vulnerable adults


